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Summer Sizzler-F2D Combat
NEIL SIMPSON, ROY GLENN AND PAUL KUBEK TAKE THE TROPHY SPOTS

JUNE 21, 2014- HALIFAX, MA — The weather was perfect, low seventies and sunny with low humidity and a light breeze.
The Wingbusters club field was manicured and very green. The control line portion of the field has been renamed in memory of
George McGinnis, proprietor of Hanson Hobbies and founding member of the Wingbusters when it was control line club, a
fitting tribute to a man who supported and loved u-control. Six contestants were on hand for the second contest of the 2014
New England F2D season.

At the end of two rounds two pilots had been sent home in this double elimination affair. Roy Glenn and Paul Kubek had won
both of their matches while Neil Simpson and Greg Wornell were sitting at one win and one loss. In round three Neil got past
Paul with a two cut win while Roy was giving Greg his second loss in a battle that actually took two matches to decide as the
first ended in a draw. This left only Roy, Paul and Neil in the hunt. Neil got a bye and Roy handed Paul his second loss. The
final was a match-up between Roy and Neil with Neil having to win twice. Neil got a relatively clean win in the first match
which was well flown and then got a rather ugly airtime win in the next match following a line tangle crash.

Wingbuster Summer Sizzler F2D Combat (6 contestants)
Neil Simpson/E. Brookfield, MA 4-1

Roy Glenn/Southampton, NJ 4-2
Paul Kubek/Brockton, MA 2-2
Greg Wornell/Wellesley, MA 1-2
Brian Stas/Kingston, MA 0-2

Chris Sarnowski/Bedford, MA 0-2




Rumors, Facts Etc.

COOKOUT: There will be a cookout at Neil’s house following the August 10th Central Mass
Championships in East Brookfield. Everyone attending the contest is invited. Beth will be pre-
paring most of the food and she expects all her new “fly-guy” friends to be there.
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FROM THE EDITOR: New England Combat News exists, not to make a profit, but rather, to promote control line combat in New England. It is
distributed without charge to those readers who participate in New England combat contests or who support these contests through donations to
the New England contest fund. It is also distributed no charge if you can accept an email attachment and it is available as a free download from
our website, as well. The subscription rate is $20.00/year for people who do not meet the above criterion. If you have information you would like
to see in this newsletter please call or write:

NEIL SIMPSON 129 PODUNK ROAD EAST BROOKFIELD, MA 01515
PHONE: 508-867-8702 E-MAIL: podunkl29@charter.net

If you make a donation or if you subscribe to this newsletter make the check payable to NEIL SIMPSON ......Donations go into the New England
Contest Fund and are used to cover the cost of running New England control line combat contests. IF YOU WANT TO RUN A CONTROL LINE
COMBAT CONTEST IN NEW ENGLAND AND YOU NEED HELP (FINANCIAL OR OTHERWISE) CALL OR WRITE NEW ENGLAND
COMBAT NEWS. We want to continue to help make New England a “Hot Spot” for control line combat. New England Combat News is your
newsletter-USE IT. Control line combat is your sport-PROMOTE IT.
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34 SWEET ARROW DRIVE
HUMMELSTOWN, PA 17036
(717) 566-3810 6-10 pm est
PHIL CARTIER

PHIL IS THE COMBAT FLYER”S SOURCE FOR FOAM CORES
A QUALITY PRODUCT AT A FAIR PRICE.

CORES SOLD FOUR BOXES PER SET
ALSO FOAMY COMBAT KITS INCLUDING
THE LIL HACKER
THE GOTCHA STREAK III
SPEED LIMIT AND F2D FOAMIE COMBAT SHIPS

ALSO SPECIALITY ITEMS INCLUDING
BLADDER SUPPLIES AND COMPOSITE TUBES

CALL FOR LATEST PRICING
AND ADDITIONAL INFO

New England

Combat News HOG HEAVEN

Website

www.homestead.com/necn I'I ﬂ BBI E s

Radio Control
Model Aircraft
& Supplies

Visit 494 Main Street
Mark Rud . Sturbridge, MA, 01518 John Glennon
ar udaner-s www.hogheavenhobbies.com (308) 347-9350

F2D News

www.homestead.com/F2DNews




L Hanson Hobby Inc.
@) 330 Main Street P,O.Bax 150

TER’S CONTROL LINE PLANS Hanson, MA 02341

Barry Baxter
3292 Greenleaf Dr
Brea, CA 92823

(714) 524-3805

www.controllineplans.com
barenekd @earthlink.net

S

Tel.(617)293-2804 Fax(a17)293—9542

HOURS
GRW Products Mon thru Thur 10 am to B30 pm
Fricay 10 am to 3:00 pre
Saturcay 10am to 800 po
21899 Heliotrope Lane Sunday Noon to 5:00 pn
Wildomar, CA 92595 Fiying Model Headquarte
. ying ea rs
Phone: (951) 678-1406 Serving Hobibiests on the South Shome
since 1975,

E-Mail: GRW@RSMDistribution.com
A full service hobby shop spedializing in
. RADIO CONTROL PLANES-CARS-
Owner: Eric Rule BOATS & HELICOPTERS, the largest

Combat or Profile Stunt  Hopper Tanks selection of CONTROL LINE models in

Profile Standard Vent, Profite UNIFLO Vent New England, Balsa-Spruce-Bass woods,
Built-Up Fuselage Slide in Style plastic models, rockets, HO-N-O27 scale
Built-Up Fuselage Uniflo Vent model railroads-suppiies, adventure

games, paints, coverings and much more.

MACA APPLICATION AND RENEWAL FORM

mail to : MACA, ¢/o GENE BERRY, 4610 89th Street, Lubbock, TX 79424
(Please write your AMA Number on your Check.)

Name Date
AMA Number AMA Category JR.[ J; SR.[ J;OP.[ 1; CD. [ ]; Other -
Address Telephone ( )
City State Zip Plus Four -
E-Mail Address Forum login name
Birth Date Male[ ] Female[ ] Competition Flyer [ 1 Sport Flyer [ ] Non Flyer [ ]

Club/ Clubs Affiliation

Please rate your preference of flying 1 through 10 with 1 being most preferred.
Combat: 1/2A[ ], Fast[ ], Slow[ ], SuperSlow[ ], FAI[ ]; Stunt[ ]; Racing[ ]; Carrier[ 1;
Speed[ ]; FreeFlight[ 1, R/IC[ 1; Other [ ]

ANNUAL DUES: $30.00 (U.S. Funds Only)
$ 6.00 for each additional family member at same address (No Newsletter)

DONATIONS F2D Pitman Fund $ Other (Specify) $

Be sure to include your forum login name so that you can be granted access to the members section.




F2D News - June 2014
Mark Rudner \\ rudner@mit.edu

We just hit the solstice and the summer is sizzling. In fact, the F2D Summer Sizzler is
running right now at the Wingbusters' site in Middleboro, MA. I'm looking forward to
hearing the results, but meanwhile will write a bit about what's been going on over here in
Scandinavia recently.

At the moment, there's one particular issue about our sport which is weighing on my
mind: streamers. A few years back, two main types of streamer material were commonly
used in F2D. First was the traditional double-weight crepe paper, which would work rea-
sonably well in dry conditions, but became very problematic in the wet. As an alternative,
many contests used plastic streamers, typically made by cutting up cheap plastic party ta-
blecloths.

Problems with weather conditions aside, crepe paper streamers had some interesting fea-
tures. When good quality paper was used, the only real ways to cut it were with the pro-
peller, or perhaps with the lines. Hitting the paper with the wing typically wouldn't result
in a cut. However, when particularly dry, the paper could become a bit brittle. In this
case, a really hard wing slap at the end of the streamer could send some small flakes fly-
ing off. This added some undesirable randomness in the scoring, since a) the conditions
for a cut weren't always the same, and b) depending on where the flakes came off relative
to the positions of the judges (and the acuity of the judges' vision), these tiny flakes seen
by the pilots may or may not have been counted by the judges (or vice-versa).

Plastic streamers had their own special features. Perhaps the biggest downside to plastic
streamers was that scraps from cuts were prone to causing all kinds of strange problems.
A perfect prop-streamer hit could end with a piece of plastic covering up the venturi (thus
stopping the engine), getting wrapped up around the thrust washer, thus painfully slowing
down the engine, or even staying wrapped around a propeller blade, again slamming the
brakes on an otherwise perfectly running engine. An even worse result was that a piece of
plastic could get sucked into the venturi, and consequently melt into the engine's bearings.
That, well, sucked. Any of these streamer fails could be quite frustrating, as the tide of a
match could be turned against oneself in an instant, as a result of doing exactly what one
was supposed to do: hitting the streamer with the prop.

Finally, along came the biodegradable flagging tape (sometimes also known as forestry
tape). It appeared to be a cure-all material: soft, flexible, and cut-able like paper, with no
flaking/shredding, and water-resistant enough to remain functional even in heavy rain. In
addition, tests by the Brits indicated that streamers made from flagging tape tracked the
model better than those made of crepe paper or plastic, indirectly indicating that these new
streamers created less drag than either of the previous two. A good streamer is one that



cuts when it should, and doesn't when it shouldn't. By this measure, the flagging tape is
quite good.

The move towards flagging tape was thus a great step forward. However, a streamer is not
made of paper alone. Another important quality of an F2D streamer is that the string
should not break except when it is directly cut. Weak string leads to a lot of one-cut
matches, which are frustrating for pilots and also less interesting to watch. If you give a
streamer a nice wing slap 2/3 of the way out on the paper and the whole thing comes off,
you'll be stuck on the run for the rest of the match. Again it introduces some undesirable
randomness and detracts from the excitement of the sport. For this reason, it is important
to consider the total package of the streamer: the strength of the paper and the string must
be matched, in such a way that the paper will break before the string if it is hit (but not so
flimsy that it will shred, or break any time another plane gets close to it).

For the last few seasons, flagging tape streamers have been used extensively in the US and
Europe, including at recent European and World Championships. However, the European
flagging tape is somewhat different from that being used in the US. The European version
is a little bit thicker, with some small parallel grooves running all along it, while the
American version is essentially homogeneous and isotropic. Importantly, the European
version is also tougher than the American one (don't worry, I'm just talking about streamer
material, not people). The string which is commonly paired with this material is too weak,
leading to many prematurely terminated matches due to strings being yanked off by hits on
the paper.

What should be done? In the US, I think the situation is in relatively good shape. For
Europe, | hope that a solution can be found, particularly for the upcoming World Champi-
onships. Either a stronger string material needs to be identified, or the paper changed out
for something softer, like that available from Ben Meadows in the US. The issue of string
strength is a subtle one, though. Static loading limits are one thing, but the crucial parame-
ter that we're interested in is jerk-resistance. Some types of string may be extremely hard
to break by gradually applying more and more tension, yet snap like nothing under a quick
hard yank. The latter is exactly what the string experiences during a hard wing slap, and
thus it is crucially important to pay attention to this aspect of the string's qualities.

My personal feeling is that it may be easier to change out the paper than to find a suitable
string for the tougher paper, but I'm open to any solution. All | ask is that we don't freeze
the development where it is now, but continue trying to improve the quality of streamers,
which play such a fundamental role at the core of our sport. If anybody has any leads on

new materials to try, or a source for softer flagging tape in Europe, please drop me a line

and let me know. I'll be very curious to try it out!



2014 Summer Sizzler - F2D Combat - June 21st

Photos from Brian Stas

Round Three Action

Pit Action




2014 Schedule

some of the permissions are not in place . . . some dates are tentative and there may be changes .

29-Jun Wingbuster Summer Championship GX Halifax, MA
6-Jul
13-Jul Nats Week-July 14th to 19th
20-Jul Nats Week-July 14th to 19th
27-Jul Wingbuster Summer Classic GX Halifax, MA
3-Aug East Coast Championships Hershey, PA
Speed Limit and single elimination 1/2A
10-Aug Central Mass Championships GX E. Brookfield, MA
16&17-Aug Lee Stunt Contest Lee, MA
24-Aug Wingbuster Shootout GX Halifax, MA
31-Aug New England Championships GX Halifax, MA
6-Sep Sanford Jet Rally/Mass Cup GX Sanford, ME
5&6-Sep Mass Cup Stunt Contest Wrentham, MA
14-Sep Middlesex, NJ
Speed Limit and single elimination 1/2A
21-Sep Wingbuster Fall Championship F2D  Halifax, MA
28-Sep
5-Oct October Air War Vincentown, NJ
Speed Limit and single elimination 1/2A
12-Oct Fall Finale Combat Tournament GX Halifax, MA
19-Oct Eastern Mass Championship F2D  Halifax, MA
26-Oct Philly Flyers Combat Meet Philadelphia, PA area
Speed Limit Combat
2-Nov Fall Fly-Off post season contest GX Halifax, MA

For more info contact
Neil Simpson
129 Podunk Road
East Brookfield, MA 01515
508-867-8702  e-mail: podunk129@charter.net
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JAMES MEARS MEMORTAL
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Flying Field -

Boh Mears 778-2463

$50.00 Entry
‘Includes Saturday lunch a1 the park and
dinner at Bob's house.




New England Contest Fund
10/1/2013 through 6/21/2014

Date Description Category Amount
BALANCE 9/30/2013 1,232.00
10/5/2013 Wingbuster Fall Champs Permit-Sanction Expense -20.00
10/5/2013 Wingbuster Fall Champs Entry Fees 50.00
10/5/2013 Wingbuster Fall Champs Trophy Expense -6.00
10/13/2013 Fall Finale Entry Fees 80.00
10/13/2013 Fall Finale Trophy Expense -6.00
10/13/2013 Fall Finale Permit-Sanction Expense -20.00
10/20/2013 Eastern Mass Championships  Trophy Expense -6.00
10/20/2013 Eastern Mass Championships Permit-Sanction Expense -20.00
10/20/2013 Eastern Mass Championships Entry Fees 50.00
10/27/2013 Season End Awards -Shirts T-Shirt-Hat Expense -234.00
10/27/2013 Season End Awards Trophy Expense -295.00
10/27/2013 Fall Fly-Off Trophy Expense -6.00
10/27/2013 Fall Fly-Off Permit-Sanction Expense -20.00
10/27/2013 Fall Fly-Off Entry Fees 60.00
10/31/2013 2013 Streamers (256qty) Streamer Expense -48.00
2/28/2014 Will Rogers Contribution 100.00
3/31/2014 Len Thibault Contribution 50.00
4/12/2014 F2D Icebreaker Entry Fees 105.00
4/12/2014 F2D Icebreaker Trophy Expense -6.00
4/12/2014 F2D Icebreaker Permit-Sanction Expense -45.00
4/13/2014 Larry Scarinzi Contribution 20.00
5/4/2014 Joe Fustolo Contribution 100.00
5/4/2014 Chris Sarnowski Contribution 90.00
5/4/2014 GX Shootout Entry Fees 90.00
5/4/2014 GX Shootout Trophy Expense -6.00
5/4/2014 GX Shootout Permit-Sanction Expense -45.00
5/18/2014 Eastern Mass Invitational Entry Fees 75.00
5/18/2014 Eastern Mass Invitational Permit-Sanction Expense -20.00
5/18/2014 Eastern Mass Invitational Trophy Expense -6.00
6/21/2014 Summer Sizzler Entry Fees 90.00
6/21/2014 Summer Sizzler Permit-Sanction Expense -20.00
6/21/2014 Summer Sizzler Trophy Expense -6.00
10/1/2013 - 6/21/2014 125.00
BALANCE 6/21/2014 1,357.00
TOTAL INFLOWS 960.00
TOTAL OUTFLOWS -835.00
NET TOTAL 125.00
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