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Silver Lake Shootout 
 

GLENN SIMPSON, JEFF VADER,  
AND BRIAN STAS ARE TOP THREE 

 
JAKE VADER WINS SPORTSMAN 

 
OCTOBER 4, 2009- KINGSTON, MA - Seven contestants 
were on hand for the first annual  Silver Lake Shootout. The 
weather was mostly cloudy, seasonably warm with a light 
breeze. It was a great day for Formula GX combat. 
 
In round one action  Jeff Vader and Brian Stas set the pace 
with 725 point wins. They faced each other in round two and 
mid-aired about half way through their match. Meanwhile Neil 
Simpson had used wins over Joe Fustolo and Matt Stas to lead 
at the halfway point. Neil and Brian faced off to start round 
three. Neil cut off Brian’s stab, instead of his streamer, and this 
mid air, which happened early in the match, left four pilots 
closely bunched at the top. Glenn Simpson and Jeff Vader, 
who had flown to a one cut apiece round three draw were run-
ning first and second respectively.  Neil was a close third with 
Brian just off his pace in fourth. In the first match of the final 
round Brian and Joe Fustolo flew to a 510 point draw. In the 
semi final Jeff got past his son Jake with a one cut win and in 
the final Glenn earned a one cut win over Neil.  The final order 
of finish was Glenn (2175pts), Jeff (2055pts), Brian (1740pts), 
Neil (1645pts) and Matt (1625pts). Young Jake Vader took 
home the Sportsman “gold”. 
 
Thank You to Brian Stas, who secured the site and thank you 
to everyone who shared in the judging. 
 
Silver Lake Shootout 
Formula GX Combat 
7 Contestants (5 from MA) (2 from NH) 
14 matches – three mid airs 
 
(E) Glenn Simpson-Worcester, MA  2155pts 
(E) Jeff Vader-Franklin, NH  2055pts 
(E Brian Stas-Kingston, MA  1740pts 
(E) Neil Simpson-East Brookfield, MA 1645pts 
(A) Matt Stas-Kingston, MA  1625pts 
(E) Joe Fustolo-Stoughton, MA  1520pts 
(S) Jake Vader-Franklin, NH  1510pts 

  

North County Shootout 
 

NEIL SIMPSON, GLENN SIMPSON,  
AND JEFF VADER  ARE TOP THREE 

 
SPORTSMAN TO RICHARD SHERMAN 

 
OCTOBER 11, 2009 – LEOMINSTER, MA – Ten contestants 
were on hand to participate in this annual event. The weather 
conditions were clear, seasonably warm with a cool and some-
times pesky wind. However, add in the fact that the fall foliage 
was at or near peak and you definitely had an enjoyable New 
England day. A good day for GX  combat. 
 
At the end of round one, Neil Simpson had the early lead post-
ing a 725 point, two cut win. Jeff Vader was in close pursuit 
with a one cut round one win. In round two Neil and Jeff faced 
off against each other with Neil squeaking out a two cut to one 
win. In the next match Dick Sherman and his son Richard 
faced off and Dick got passed Richard two cuts to one. At the 
halfway point Neil and Dick were running one and two. The 
were matched up in round three and Neil, with some serious 
help from the combat gods, came away with a two cut win. 
Later in round three Glenn Simpson used a two cut win, of his 
own, to move into contention. Paul Kubek was also flying 
steady and was in the hunt as the contest moved towards round 
four. Going into the final round it was Neil  followed by Glenn, 
Jeff, Paul and Dick. It would come down to the final three 
matches. In the first of these matches Dick and Joe Fustolo 
mid-aired just past halfway, in the match, hurting both their 
cumulative scores. Next Glenn and Jeff flew to a 510 point 
draw. In the final Neil and Paul flew to a low scoring draw. 
When it all sorted out the final order of finish was Neil 
(2585pts), Glenn (2145pts), Jeff (1940pts), Paul (1840pts), and 
young Richard Sherman (1830pts). Richard’s fifth place over-
all also earned him the Sportsman “gold”. 
 
Thanks go out to Lloyd Seymour who promoted and CD’ed 
this annual event. Also a special Thank You to Lloyd’s wife, 
Cheryl, who invited us back to her house, at day’s end, for food 
and drink. Thank You Cheryl, you treat us way too well. 
 
                ( additional contest details on page two ) 
 
 
 
 

Now Celebrating our 21st year of Publication 



 
The North County Shootout     
Formula GX Combat    
Leominster, MA 
October 11, 2009 
10 contestants (8 from MA) (2 from NH)     
20 matches - 4 mid airs 
 
(E) Neil Simpson-East Brookfield, MA 2585pts 
(E) Glenn Simpson-Worcester, MA  2145pts 
(E) Jeff Vader-Franklin, NH  1940pts 
(A) Paul Kubek-Brockton, MA  1840pts 
(S) Richard Sherman-Andover, MA 1830pts 
(E) Dick Sherman-Andover, MA  1635pts 
(A) Chris Sarnowski-Brookline, MA 1535pts 
(E) Joe Fustolo-Stoughton, MA  1425pts 
(S) JakeVader-Franklin, NH  1420pts 
(E) Brian Stas-Kingston, MA  1205pts 

The trophy winners at the North County Shootout were Neil Simpson (1st), 
Glenn Simpson (2nd), Jeff Vader (3rd) and Richard Sherman (1st Sportsman) 

 

Above Right: Paul Kubek launches 
for Joe Fustolo  

at the North County Shootout 



 
 
 
 

34 SWEET ARROW DRIVE 
HUMMELSTOWN, PA 17036 

(717) 566-3810  6-10 pm est 
PHIL CARTIER 

 
PHIL IS THE COMBAT FLYER”S SOURCE FOR 

FOAM CORES  
 A QUALITY PRODUCT AT A FAIR PRICE.  

 
CORES SOLD FOUR BOXES PER SET 

 
ALSO FOAMY COMBAT KITS INCLUDING THE 

LIL HACKER  
AND THE 

 NEW COREHOUSE F2D COMBAT 
LIGHTWEIGHT AND HIGH PERFORMACE  

AT 265G 
 

ALSO SPECIALITY INCLUDING  
BLADDER SUPPLIES AND COMPOSITE TUBES  

 
CALL FOR LATEST PRICING 

AND ADDITIONAL INFO  

 

Visit  
Mark Rudner’s 

F2D News 
www.homestead.com/F2DNews  

New England 
Combat News 

Website 
www.homestead.com/necn 

FROM THE EDITOR: New England Combat News exists, not to make a profit, but rather, to promote control line combat in New England.  It is 
distributed without charge to those readers who participate in New England combat contests or who support these contests through donations to 
the New England contest fund. The subscription rate is $10.00/year for people who do not meet the above criterion. If you have information you 
would like to see in this newsletter please call or write: 
 

NEIL SIMPSON       129 PODUNK ROAD     EAST BROOKFIELD, MA 01515 
 PHONE: 508-867-8702 (Home after 6:00pm)    E-MAIL: podunk129@charter.net 

 
If you make a donation or if you subscribe to this newsletter make the check payable to NEIL SIMPSON …...Donations go into the New England 
Contest Fund and are used to cover the cost of running New England control line combat contests. IF YOU WANT TO RUN A CONTROL LINE  
COMBAT CONTEST IN NEW ENGLAND AND YOU NEED HELP (FINANCIAL OR OTHERWISE) CALL OR WRITE NEW ENGLAND 
COMBAT NEWS. We want to continue to help make New England a “Hot Spot” for control line combat. New England Combat News is your 
newsletter-USE IT. Control line combat is your sport-PROMOTE IT.   

NOW AVAILABLE 
A new stock of Delrin venturies and metal motor mounts 

 
Venturies are complete with “O” ring and will fit a variety of engines 
available in .250 (1/4”) bore, but I will bore to any size you like - $10.00 ea 
 
Metal motor mounts-made from 60/61 T6 drilled for 4/40 engine bolts and for 6/32 mounting, step down fits small 
case engines (OS32-OS25’s), step up fits large case (FP40-LA40-Fox36) Besides fitting many engines it’s easy to 
make adjustments (engine offset  and engine incidence), they will last just about forever - $10.00 per pair 
 
Yankee Nipper full size plans 
      Plans show hopper hard tank but can easily be set up with bladder fuel system - $12.00 ea  
 
Yankee Nipper pine center ribs - as shown on plans (3/4” white pine) in case of broken wing cores, simply cut old 
ones off and re-core - $5.00 ea 
 
From time to time, I have other items in stock – needle valve assemblies, props, bellcranks etc.  
 
Always include $5.00 for priority mail 
 

Contact:   Jim Carpenter      4L Arrow Drive     Salem, NH 03079 
          603-898-3134     OldRustyLines@aol.com  



Combat DVD’s 
Mike has just finished making a DVD 

of the 2004 Word Champs and the 
2003 World Cup in the Ukraine 

Contact: 
Mike  Willcox 

1927 Running Springs 
Kingwood, TX 77339 

EMOWILLCOX@AOL.COM 

Kitting It Together 
Larry Driskill 

6806 Third 
Lubbock, TX 79416 

806-796-3747 
Nats Winning 

1/2A LiteHawk Kits, 
Engines and supplies 

kit@llano.net 



F2D News - November 2009

Mark Rudner

rudner@mit.edu

SPECIAL REPORT: Dnipro Cup, F2D World Cup, Novomoskovsk, Ukraine – Once again I dared venture
across the horizon to the far-flung reaches of eastern Ukraine, handle in tow, to put my skills to the test against
some of the world’s top F2D pilots. As always, the trip was an adventure, with plenty of fun and excitement. The
competition itself was quite good, and before getting into the details of my trip, I’d like to offer my congratulations
to the champion, Pavel Narkevich, and my sincere thanks to the contest director Vladimir Shatkov, all of the
judges and FAI jury members, and especially to my gracious hosts Victor and Liuda Stamov, and to Jeka and
Marina for helping taking care of us and for preparing some very nice models.

In anticipation of a large turnout, the contest was scheduled to run for 3 days, October 2 - 5. To get there
in time, I left Tuesday night, and arrived in Kiev Borispil Airport on Wednesday afternoon. As some may recall,
last year my plans were severely derailed when Delta airlines lost my bags somewhere en-route to Dnipropetrovsk.
This time I was more careful, and scheduled my necessary transfer in Zurich. If there’s any place where you can
trust that things will be handled in an organized and efficient manner, it’s Switzerland. Anyway, it seemed to
work, as my bag was waiting for me on the conveyor as soon as I got to the baggage claim in Kiev (this was
after some delay at passport control where I had difficulty explaining to the agent the purpose of my visit. Note
to self – next time write “sport” on the card and keep the hotel contact info handy).

After a brief stay in the airport lobby, I found my host Victor and we headed back to his place for a Ukrainian
dinner that couldn’t be beat. In general I don’t usually like wine too much, but when I last visited their home
3 years ago we tried a bottle of Koktebel wine from Crimea, and I was very impressed by its drinkability. We
tried another one this time, which was also quite good (as was the home made stuff from Victor’s mom).

The original plan for Thursday was to head out in morning, make the 7 hour drive to the contest in
Novomoskovsk, then assemble and quickly test some models before dark. Unfortunately, our start got a bit
delayed and we hit the road around 2:30 pm. Eastward ho! The road was familiar from the time I made the
drive with Stas Chornyy 3 years ago, though this time I stayed in the passenger seat.

Shortly before reaching Poltava (the city where we would turn to head south to the contest), we stopped at
an awesome little traditional Ukrainian restaurant for dinner. Victor has driven that road many times on his
way to Free Flight contests (it’s something like the I-10 of Ukraine), and was talking this place up well before
we got there (apparently it was discovered first by truckers, and then others began to catch on). Victor ordered
a good selection of new dishes for me to try such as “kharcho,” a tasty Georgian-style soup, “cheburek,” like a
gigantic fried wonton, and “Poltavskiye galushki,” a local dumpling-like delicacy. On the way back, we would
stop there again with Valeriy Kramarenko (of F2C fame) and his wife for another delicious meal. They were
really cool and fun people.

The road from Poltava to Novomoskovsk was very dark and windy, but eventually we made it to the
River Samara, the contest site, and our hotel, “Osokory.” Jeka and Marina (our friends from the Aerolux
model company) had fortunately already picked up Mike and Leonardo from the airport in Dnipropetrovsk, and
checked us into the hotel. When we got in, they were assembling models in their room, and Alex Prokofiev’s dad
from Latvia was there helping install electronic shutoffs in Mike’s airplanes. Marina made me some special new
models with orange leading edges that looked really slick. I took them back to our room, and Victor helped me
straighten warps and assemble tails, etc. By 12 or 12:30 things were in pretty good shape, so we set an alarm
for 5:45 (I think) with the intengion of getting up early with enough time to eat and test fly before the opening
ceremony.

Dawn was breaking when we finally got ourselves out of bed, but there was no food in sight in the restaurant
downstairs. If the kitchen wasn’t awake yet, we figured we might as well head to the field and try to put up
some flights. Unfortunately, it started pouring rain, and, by the time we got to the car, thunder began to roll.
Damn. We drove out to the field and circled around, but the thunder continued so we headed back to the ranch.

By the time we got back, the kitchen was awake. It turned out that we were supposed to order breakfast the
night before (whoops). Fortunately they agreed to hook us up anyway. While we were in there eating, lightning



struck the hotel. It was super loud, and the place shook. I heard some kind of strange whirring noise for a few
seconds after, which made me imagine a clock spinning around a bunch of times really fast. It would’ve been
really cool to see something like that, but unfortunately it only played out in my mind. On the bright side, we
made the right decision about not test flying. Plus, Mike and Leonardo were now awake.

After some tea, the storm began to let up a bit and we headed back to the field. We found some fuel and
headed over to the practice area (weeds) to take some flights. The planes had some warps, but otherwise felt
good. Very soon the opening ceremony began and we had to head over to the official area.

The opening ceremony was, as usual, a quite formal event. Pilots were lined up in a big row facing the judges.
Many pilots had flags with them of their home countries or clubs (the Moscow Aviation Institute Aerosport Club
team was well advertised). The field included a majority of pilots from Ukraine, but many others from places
such as Russia, Moldova, Belarus, Lithuania, Estonia, Denmark, Great Britain, the United States, and Mexico.
Many top Russian pilots (Trifonov, Faisov, Belyaev, Necheukin, Bolshakova, et al.) were sadly absent due to
a scheduling conflict with the Cup of Russia competition. However, there were some Chechnyans on hand to
round out the field of 83.

Equipment-wise, I didn’t see too much new or surprising at this contest. Most pilots used Fora or AKM
engines, with pretty standard looking props and airplanes. Importantly, I was very happy to see that the newly
required shutoffs didn’t hurt the attendance much. Similarly impressive, it seemed that the shutoffs performed
quite reliably. Although the number of fly-aways was not too high to begin with, of those that I witnessed I
think all but one resulted in quick, successful shut-downs. Fortunately, the model that didn’t shut down was
captured by the safety netting that covered the spectator area near circle 1. Chornyy had a successful shut-down
on a model that was pointing up when the lines were cut. It glided around for a long time, and eventually ended
up high in a tree. Eventually the wind blew it down, where I think it may have put a fresh ding in Victor’s car
(sorry!)...

Friday we finished round 1 and part of round 2. We stopped shortly before my match, which meant that I
would have to get up early to be ready on time Saturday morning. On the bright side, all my models were set
up and ready to go, so there was time to relax for the evening and enjoy the banquet. You may find it odd that
the banquet was scheduled for the middle of the contest. To be honest, I agree. If people are going to party and
get drunk, it seems like the best time for that is at the end of the contest. We only live once though, so I went
out and partied hard (minus the alcohol, which isn’t unusual for me anyway). It was a great time, with good
food, great dancing, and some completely unintelligible crowd-participation games.

Saturday we had a full day of combat, and made it through the end of the 4th round. Leonardo and I were
still in, and would have the chance to aim for the title on the final day. Before heading back to the hotel, we had a
great meal prepared for us on the field by Jeka and Marina. Jeka fixed up his secret recipe of marinated chicken,
and Marina made her version of “tazik olivye,” a traditional kind of potato salad eaten almost universally at
New Years. Leonardo brought out some special hot sauce that kicked it up an extra notch (perhaps two notches,
if you count the fact that we were spreading it on with a broken propeller blade...)

That night it got very cold. When we arrived at the field in the morning, the thermometer in Victor’s car
said 3 degrees Celsius (about 37 Fahrenheit). All these New England winters finally paid off. This time I was
prepared (thermal undershirt, T-shirt, flannel shirt, jacket, and wool cap). Leonardo and Mike, who are less
used to that kind of chilly weather, got hit by surprise a bit by it. As Greg Wornell and I learned from our
attempts to fly during past winters, F2D engines can get tough to start in those conditions. They really need a
lot of gas to light up, but just a little too much and they’ll get flooded. Fortunately, I had a seasoned veteran,
Andrey Kudinov, taking care of me in the pits all weekend. He’s a very skilled and professional F2D mechanic.
Unfortunately, though, I didn’t close the deal in the air and took my second loss early Sunday.

Leonardo made it one more round, and then Team North America was finished. I got some petrol-like solvent
(called “galoshka” according to Jeka, because they would use it to make their rubber soles sticky when putting
them into galoshes) and cleaned up my models and engines. By the time of the closing ceremony we had packed
up. After the flags were lowered, I said my goodbyes and hit the road with Victor and the Kramarenkos. It was
great to see so many friends again, and sad to leave so soon. I hope to make it back again next year, and to see
many of you next summer in Hungary!



2009 North County Shootout-October 11th 
Photos by Jeff Vader 

Jeff Vader and Joe Fustolo Jeff Vader’s airplane 

Richard and Dick Sherman Chris Sarnowski and Neil Simpson 

Brian Stas and Jake Vader Glenn Simpson lauches Neil Simpson’s Coyote 
 



Silver Lake Shootout-October 4th, 2009 
Jeff Vader Photos 

Brian Stas and Jeff Vader  Brian Stas  

Brian and Matt Stas Ouch ! 

The trophy winners were Glenn Simpson (1st),  
Jeff Vader (2nd), Brian Stas (3rd) and Jake Vader (1st Sportsman) 



 NECN CONTEST FUND    
 8/1/2009 Through 10/18/2009    
     
    Running 
Date Payee Category Amount Total 
8/1/2009 balance  $196.00 $196.00 
8/9/2009 Eastern Mass Championships trophy expense -$54.00 $142.00 
8/9/2009 Eastern Mass Championships entry fees $60.00 $202.00 
8/16/2009 107th r/c Flyers GX Shootout trophy expense -$72.00 $130.00 
8/16/2009 107th r/c Flyers GX Shootout entry fees $80.00 $210.00 
8/18/2009 North County Shootout Permit/Sanction Expense -$25.00 $185.00 
8/18/2009 Silver Lake Shootout Permit/Sanction Expense -$25.00 $160.00 
8/23/2009 Salmon River Shootout trophy expense -$72.00 $88.00 
8/23/2009 Salmon River Shootout entry fees $70.00 $158.00 
8/30/2009 Silver Lake Shootout Permit/Sanction Expense -$75.00 $83.00 
9/6/2009 New England Championships entry fees $330.00 $413.00 
9/6/2009 New England Championships trophy expense -$285.00 $128.00 
9/6/2009 New England Championships t-shirts -$220.00 -$92.00 
9/6/2009 Brian Stas contribution $20.00 -$72.00 
9/6/2009 Ken Hargreaves contribution $20.00 -$52.00 
9/20/2009 Wingbuster Model Airplane Club donation expense -$100.00 -$152.00 
9/20/2009 Mark Rudner contribution $20.00 -$132.00 
9/20/2009 District I Championships entry fees $60.00 -$72.00 
9/20/2009 District I Championships trophy expense -$48.00 -$120.00 
10/4/2009 Silver Lake Shootout trophy expense -$72.00 -$192.00 
10/4/2009 Silver Lake Shootout entry fees $105.00 -$87.00 
10/11/2009 North County Shootout trophy expense -$72.00 -$159.00 
10/11/2009 North County Shootout entry fees $150.00 -$9.00 
10/11/2009 Brian Stas contribution $80.00 $71.00 
10/11/2009 Ken Hargreaves contribution $60.00 $131.00 

     
   $131.00 $131.00 
     



Rumors Facts Etc. 
 

CONTEST FUND: THE CONTEST FUND GOT A GREAT BOOST AT THE NORTH COUNTY SHOOTOUT 
THANKS TO SEPARATE AND GENEROUS EFFORTS  FROM BRIAN STAS  AND KEN HARGREAVES. BRIAN 
DONATED SOME T-SIRTS AND KEN DONATED SOME CORES AND ALANPLANE KITS THAT WERE SOLD 
OFF WITH THE PROCEEDS DONATED TO THE CONTEST FUND. THEIR EFFORTS RAISED A TOTAL OF 
$140.00 AND THE CONTEST FUND IS BACK IN THE BLACK. THANK YOU GENTLEMEN.. 

 
 

       2009 Regular Season Points Championship   ( thru 10-11-09 

      
 Total Total   

 Accum  Possible    
Name Points  Points  Percent  

Simpson, Neil 80 90 889   

Parizo, Dave  8 10 800  

Fustolo, Joe  45 60 750  

Simpson, Glenn 56 80 700   

Vader, Jeff 68 100 680    

Kubek, Paul 53 80 663   

Sarnowski, Chris  37 60 617   
Stas, Brian 49 80 613   

Clark, Rick  6 10 600   

Sherman, Dick  24 40 600  

Stas, Matthew 16 30 533   

Seymour, Lloyd 5 10 500  

"Lil Sherm" 23 50 460   

Vader, Jake 34 100 340  

Carpenter, Jim  10 30 333   

Position in the season point standings is determined by the  

percentage column. The formula to determine percentage   

is total points accumulated divided by total possible points. 

Points are awarded in decending order for the first ten  

places in each contest ( 1st Place = 10pts, 2nd Place = 9pts   

etc. ) Total possible points is the number of contests participated 

in multiplied by ten. Participation in no less then 50% of the  

New England regular season GX meets is the elegibility  

requirement for a season championship award.  
     



NEIL SIMPSON 
129 PODUNK ROAD 
EAST BROOKFIELD, MA 01515 

 
2009  

Wingbuster Fall Fly Off 
 

Post Season Contest 
November 1st, 2009 

 
Wingbuster Club Field 

Middleboro, MA 
AMA Sanctioned 

   
 

Formula GX Combat 
Trophies for top three plus first in Sportsman 

Season End Awards will also be presented 


