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Middlesex County  
Invitational 

MARK RUDNER, KEN HAGREAVES 
AND GREG WORNELL  

 TAKE THE TROPHY SPOTS 
 
MAY 24, 2008 – BILLERICA, MA – This contest came 
about because of the willingness of the Middlesex County 
RC Flyers to share their flying site at Vietnam Veterans Park 
in Billerica, Massachusetts. Due to their generosity it was 
time to get the New England F2D season off to a good start. 
Eight pilots were on hand and ready for action. 
 
Rounds I and II were somewhat uneventful with the majority 
of the field looking quite competitive. Three pilots; Mark 
Rudner, Jeff Vader and Greg Wornell were undefeated while 
three others had been eliminated. Still in contention, as well, 
were Roy Glenn and Ken Hargreaves both sitting with one 
win and one loss apiece. In Round three things started to get 
interesting. Mark handed Greg his first loss in a full four 
minutes of twisting and turning both pilots looking very 
sharp. Round three also saw Roy Glenn, who had made the 
long trip from Southampton, NJ, hand Jeff Vader his first 
loss. Next Ken Hargreaves matched up against Mark Rudner. 
It was Ken’s third match, Marks fourth. This one was a hard 
fought, action filled match with Ken emerging victorious. 
Later in round four Ken eliminated Jeff while Greg did like-
wise to Roy.   (continued on page two) 

Eastern Mass Invitational 
 

MARK RUDNER, JEFF VADER 
AND BRIAN STAS 
ARE TOP THREE 

 
JUNE 8, 2008– KINGSTON MA - Nine contestants partici-
pated in this year’s Eastern Mass Invitational. The weather 
was hot and humid. We were ready for some F2D combat. 
 
After three rounds of action seven pilots were still in the hunt 
most sitting at two wins and one loss. In round four both Jeff 
Vader and Mark Rudner moved to 3 wins and one loss while 
everyone else accumulated their second loss. Jeff earned his 
third win getting past Neil Simpson two cuts to one in a 
match where both pilots flew well. Next Mark got his third 
win when he faced off against Roy Glenn. Mark got all of 
Roy’s streamer very early and then exhibited great defensive 
skills as Roy had him running. Roy chased hard while also 
staying under control. Roy’s patience seemed to be rewarded 
with a nice cut with about nine seconds left, however a pen-
alty cost him what looked like a tie.  Jeff and Roy then faced 
off for first place with Mark earning the match and contest 
win. In a four way fly-off for third Brian Stas earned the spot 
getting past Neil, Roy and his son Matt in the process. 
 
Thank You to Brian for cd’ing this event and also for secur-
ing the permit for the field. 
 
Eastern Mass Invitational 
Formula GX Combat 
9 Contestants (7 from MA)(1 from NH)(1 from NJ) 
F2D Combat 
 
1. Mark Rudner  4 wins – 1 loss 
2. Jeff Vader  3 wins – 2 losses  
3. Brian Stas   2 wins – 2 losses  
*won fly-off for third 
4. Roy Glenn  2 wins - 2 losses  
5. Matt Stas  2 wins - 2 losses  
6. Neil Simpson  2 wins – 2 losses  
7. Greg Wornell  1 win - 2 losses  
8. Rick Clark   0 wins – 2 losses  
9. Paul Kubek   0 wins – 2 losses  

Now Celebrating our 20th year of Publication 

Granite State  
Championships 

 
   JEFF VADER, BRIAN STAS 

AND RICK CLARK ARE THE TOP THREE 
 

CHRIS SARNOWSKI TAKES SPORTSMAN 
 
JUNE 15, 2008 – FRANKLIN, NH – The Granite State 
Championships, this year, drew seven competitors. The event 
was hosted and cd’ed by Jeff Vader.  Jeff had coffee and 
doughnuts waiting for everyone as we arrived.   
 
   (continued on page two) 



Middlesex County (continued from page one) 
 
 Round five would be the final round as Mark, Greg and Ken 
were the only pilots left, all with one defeat. Ken got the bye. 
As a result, Mark and Greg squared off in yet another full four 
minute war. When the dust settled Mark had squeaked out the 
win. In the final match, Ken and Mark had a good battle go-
ing, both flying well early on. Mark was leading three cuts to 
one when a line tangle crash sent both pilots down with nei-
ther able to get back up before the end of the match. Fourth 
place was settled with a fly-off for that position between Jeff 
and Roy with Jeff sneaking out the win in that one. 
 
A special thank you to Greg Wornell, who was the interface 
between our group and the Middlesex County RC Flyers. 
Greg explored a great many other possibilities, as well, before 
bringing this one to fruition.   
Middlesex County Invitational-F2D Combat 
8 contestants  
 
1. Mark Rudner, Cambridge, MA  5 wins / 1 loss 
2. Ken Hargreaves, Worcester, MA  3 wins / 2 losses  
3. Greg Wornell, Wellesley, MA  3 wins / 2 losses  
4. Jeff Vader, Franklin, NH  2 wins / 2 losses  
* won fly -off for fourth 
5. Roy Glenn, Southhampton, NJ  2 wins / 2 losses  
6. Paul Kubek, Brockton, MA  0 wins / 2 losses  
7  Brian Stas, Kingston, MA  0 wins / 2 losses  
8. Neil Simpson, E Brookfield, MA  0 wins / 2 losses  

The trophy winners at the Middlesex County Invitational 
were Mark Rudner (1st), Ken Hargreaves (2nd) 

 and Greg Wornell (3rd) 

 

2008  
Ron Connors Memorial 

 
Wrentham State School 

Wrentham, MA 
July 20th, 2008 

 
Formula GX Combat Four Rounds  

Prizes for top Three plus first in Sportsman 
First Match 10:00 am      

AMA Sanctioned 

Granite State Championships (continued from page one) 
 
Weather conditions were cloudy, some drizzle, but mostly dry 
and seasonably cool, a great day  for combat. 
 
Round one saw  Neil Simpson and Jeff Vader both get off to 
fast starts posting 725 point wins. They met each other in 
round two with Jeff prevailing two cuts to one in a very excit-
ing match that went buzzer  to buzzer. In the next match Brian 
Stas posted his second good win getting past Glenn Simpson 
two cuts to one in a match where both pilots flew very well.  
Round three saw Brian and Jeff fly to a one cut apiece draw 
followed by a match where Neil and Glenn flew to a two cut 
apiece draw. 
 
Going into round four it was Jeff (1960pts), Brian  (1855pts), 
Neil (1740pts) and Glenn (1535pts). In the first match of 
round four Rick Clark earned a three cut win to put pressure 
on the leaders. In the semi-final Brian and Neil waged war. 
Great action for the whole match with Brian leading by a cut, 
when with just a few seconds to go a major league mid-air 
occurred. In the finals Jeff got pat Glenn three cuts to one to 
earn the contest win. When the scores were tabulated Jeff was 
first, Brian second and Rick third. Chris Sarnowski, flying in 
his first contest, took home the sportsman “gold”. 
 
Thank You to everyone who shared  in the judging and Thank 
You to Jeff for a good contest and a great day. 
 
Granite State Championships - Formula GX Combat 
7 Contestants (6 from MA) (1 from NH) 
14 Matches-2 mid-airs 
 
(A) Jeff Vader - Franklin, NH  2690pts 
(A) Brian Stas – Kingston, MA  2250pts 
(A) Rick Clark – Hingham, MA  1950pts 
(E) Neil Simpson - E.Brookfield,MA 1940pts 
(E) Glenn Simpson  - Worcester, MA 1835pts 
(A) Paul Kubek – Brockton, MA  1630pts 
(S) Chris Sarnowski-Brookline, MA 1100pts 



 
 
 
 

34 SWEET ARROW DRIVE 
HUMMELSTOWN, PA 17036 

(717) 566-3810  6-10 pm est 
PHIL CARTIER 

 
PHIL IS THE COMBAT FLYER”S SOURCE FOR 

FOAM CORES  
 A QUALITY PRODUCT AT A FAIR PRICE.  

 
CORES SOLD FOUR BOXES PER SET 

 
ALSO FOAMY COMBAT KITS INCLUDING THE 

LIL HACKER  
AND THE 

 NEW COREHOUSE F2D COMBAT 
LIGHTWEIGHT AND HIGH PERFORMACE  

AT 265G 
 

ALSO SPECIALITY INCLUDING  
BLADDER SUPPLIES AND COMPOSITE TUBES  

 
CALL FOR LATEST PRICING 

AND ADDITIONAL INFO  

 

Visit  
Mark Rudner’s 

F2D News 
www.homestead.com/F2DNews  

New England 
Combat News 

Website 
www.homestead.com/necn 

FROM THE EDITOR: New England Combat News exists, not to make a profit, but rather, to promote control line combat in New England.  It is 
distributed without charge to those readers who participate in New England combat contests or who support these contests through donations to 
the New England contest fund. The subscription rate is $10.00/year for people who do not meet the above criterion. If you have information you 
would like to see in this newsletter please call or write: 
 

NEIL SIMPSON       129 PODUNK ROAD     EAST BROOKFIELD, MA 01515 
 PHONE: 508-867-8702 (Home after 6:00pm)    E-MAIL: podunk129@charter.net 

 
If you make a donation or if you subscribe to this newsletter make the check payable to NEIL SIMPSON …...Donations go into the New England 
Contest Fund and are used to cover the cost of running New England control line combat contests. IF YOU WANT TO RUN A CONTROL LINE  
COMBAT CONTEST IN NEW ENGLAND AND YOU NEED HELP (FINANCIAL OR OTHERWISE) CALL OR WRITE NEW ENGLAND 
COMBAT NEWS. We want to continue to help make New England a “Hot Spot” for control line combat. New England Combat News is your 
newsletter-USE IT. Control line combat is your sport-PROMOTE IT.   



Combat DVD’s 
Mike has just finished making a DVD 

of the 2004 Word Champs and the 
2003 World Cup in the Ukraine 

Contact: 
Mike  Willcox 

1927 Running Springs 
Kingwood, TX 77339 

EMOWILLCOX@AOL.COM 

Kitting It Together 
Larry Driskill 

6806 Third 
Lubbock, TX 79416 

806-796-3747 
Nats Winning 

1/2A LiteHawk Kits, 
Engines and supplies 

kit@llano.net 



F2D Combat Action  
 Billerica May 24th and Kingston June 8th 

 Jeff Vader Photos 

Greg Wornell 

Mark Rudner 

In Kingston, at the Eastern Mass Invitational, the trophy winners were 
Mark Rudner (1st), Jeff Vader (2nd) and Brian Stas (3rd) 

Roy Glenn and Rick Clark Jeff Vader and Neil Simpson 

Ken Hargreaves 



2008 Granite State Championships - June 15th 
Jeff Vader photos 

The trophy winners were Jeff Vader (1st), Brian Stas (2nd), 
Rick Clark (3rd)  and Chris Sarnowski  (1st Sportsman) 

 

Brian Stas and Glenn Simpson  

Paul Kubek 
Rick Clark and Paul Kubek 

Neil Simpson and Paul Kubek Chris Sarnowski and Rick Clark 



Rumors Facts Etc 
 
CONTEST FUND: This month we received very generous donations from Louis Lopez, Brian Stas,  
Gregory Wornell, Rick Clark, Len Thibault and Jeff Vader. Thank You Gentlemen, please  
know it’s appreciated.  
 
FUN FLY: Don’t miss the Wompatuck Fun Fly-Wompatuck State Park-July 5th and 6th-Bring and fly any-
thing and everything. A leisurely and relaxing change of pace 
 
 

NECN CONTEST FUND 
1/1/2008 Through 6/19/2008 
 
             Running 
Date  Payee     Category   Amount Total 
1/1/2008 balance        289.00 289.00 
3/4/2008 New England Championships Permit/Sanction Expense (45.00) 244.00 
3/10/2008 Fall Finale    Permit/Sanction Expense (45.00) 199.00 
3/28/2008 Will Rogers    contribution  60.00  259.00 
4/4/2008 Granite State Invitational Permit/Sanction Expense (25.00) 234.00 
4/12/2008 Eastern Mass Invitational Permit/Sanction Expense (130.00) 104.00 
4/12/2008 District I Championships Permit/Sanction Expense (130.00) (26.00) 
4/17/2008 Middlesex County Invitational Permit/Sanction Expense (45.00) (71.00) 
4/26/2008 All Four Wompatuck Contests Permit/Sanction Expense (168.00) (239.00) 
4/26/2008 Rick Clark    contribution  68.00  (171.00) 
4/27/2008 Joe Fustolo    contribution  40.00  (131.00) 
4/27/2008 Brian Stas    contribution  10.00  (121.00) 
4/27/2008 Wompatuck Ice Breaker  entry fees   70.00  (51.00) 
4/27/2008 Wompatuck Ice Breaker  trophy expense  (51.00) (102.00) 
5/5/2008 Granite State Invitational trophy expense  (68.00) (170.00) 
5/5/2008 Granite State Invitational entry fees   70.00  (100.00) 
5/5/2008 Chris Sarnowski   contribution  100.00 0.00 
5/5/2008 Glenn Simpson   contribution  40.00  40.00 
5/7/2008 Granite State Championships Permit/Sanction Expense (25.00) 15.00 
5/20/2008 Louis Lopez    contribution  100.00 115.00 
5/24/2008 Middlesex County Invitational trophy expense  (51.00) 64.00 
5/24/2008 Middlesex County Invitational entry fees   80.00  144.00 
5/24/2008 Brian Stas    contribution  10.00  154.00 
5/27/2008 Greg Wornell   contribution  100.00 254.00 
5/30/2008 Middlesex County R-C Flyers donation expense  (50.00) 204.00 
6/5/2008 Len Thibault   contribution  50.00  254.00 
6/8/2008 Rick Clark    contribution  10.00  264.00 
6/8/2008 Eastern Mass Invitational trophy expense  (51.00) 213.00 
6/8/2008 Eastern Mass Invitational entry fees   90.00  303.00 
6/15/2008 Granite State Championships trophy expense  (68.00) 235.00 
6/15/2008 Granite State Championships trophy expense  70.00  305.00 
6/15/2008 Jeff Vader    contribution  75.00  380.00 
 
       GRAND TOTAL   380.00 380.00 



 
2008 CONTEST SCHEDULE 

All GX Combat unless noted otherwise -All dates are tentative 
 
 7-5&6  Wompatuck Fun Fly-Hingham, MA 
 7/13-18 U.S Nats F2D/Speed Limit/1/2A/Fast 
 7/20  Ron Connors Memorial – Wrentham, MA 
   Now GX Combat  
 7/27      
 8/2*  East Coast Championships -Hershey, PA-CD Phil Cartier 
   Speed Limit  & 1/2A Combat) - Saturday Contest  
 8/10  Eastern Mass Championships - Hingham, MA 
   
 8/17  District I Championships – Kingston, MA 

 F2D Combat 
 8/24  Salmon River Shootout - East Hampton, CT 
 8/31  New England Championships - Worcester, MA  
 9/6*  Middlesex County Shootout -Billerica, MA 
   F2D Combat-Saturday Contest 
 9/14  Middlesex, NJ – Speed Limit and 1/2A 
 9/21 
 9/28  Wompatuck Invitational - Hingham, MA   
 10/4*  October Air War-Vincentown, NJ-CD Roy Glenn  
   single elimination 1/2A and Speed Limit-Saturday Contest 
 10/12  North County Shootout - Leominster, MA 
 10/19  Fall Finale - Worcester, MA  
 10/26   
 11/2  Wompatuck Fall Fly-Off / Post Season Contest - Hingham, MA 
 
 * Saturday Contests    
  
  For more info contact:    Neil Simpson Phone: 508-867-8702  E-Mail: podunk129@charter.net 

       2008 Regular Season Points Championship   ( thru 6/15/08 ) 

      
 Total Total   

 Accum  Possible    
Name Points  Points  Percent  

Simpson, Neil 27 30 900   

Stas, Brian 26 30 867   

Vader, Jeff 23 30 767    

Kubek, Paul 21 30 700   

Clark, Rick  12 20 600   

Fustolo, Joe  6 10 600  

Simpson, Glenn 18 30 600   

Stas, Matthew 6 10 600   

Sarnowski, Chris  4 10 400   

Vader, Shaylene 4 10 400  



 
This report, was done by Richard Sherman, as a school project. The report was a “Who 
am I” theme with the other students challenged to guess the author. 
 

Who AM  I . . . ?    It’s My Day to Fly 
 
The wings arrive in a big box. For this hobby shop trip, we need balsa wood, engine, prop, 
special glue, covering, gas tanks, booms and line. We then bring all the stuff in our work-
shop. Next we start building the new airplane, which can take up to a month. After we put 
it all together, we decorate the plane with special stripes, numbers, paint and covering. 
We also have to put our AMA numbers on the plane. 
 
The day of the tournament we have to get up very very early to travel to New Hampshire, 
Connecticut and western Massachusetts. The type of competition is called GX Combat. 
We compete against each other flying our planes high and fast. You have five minutes to 
get your plane in the air and when both airplanes are in the air, then they blow the horn. 
The match starts and the goal is to cut your opponent’s streamers. 
 
My grandfather taught my dad and my dad taught me how to build and fly model air-
planes. Every time I fly I think of my heritage. There are times when you’re mad at your 
decision. At the end however, you always will like it. Building and flying planes is some-
thing I truly love. 
 
P.S. 
 
There is also a website for it called  (www.homestead.com/necn) 
 



NEIL SIMPSON 
129 PODUNK ROAD 
EAST BROOKFIELD, MA 01515 

2008 
Eastern Mass Championships 

 

August 10th, 2008 
Wompatuck State Park-Hingham, MA 

AMA Sanctioned 
 

Formula GX Combat-Four Rounds 
Field available for practice/fun fly on August 9th 

 
 

Trophies for top three spots plus First in Sportsman 
Registration 9:30am - First Match 10:00am 

 
Route 3 south to exit 14 - Pick Up Route 228 for about 4 or 5 miles to Free Street which is a right hand 
turn off of Route 228-State park entrance is about  3/4 mile on the right– signs will be posted from en-

trance to combat site which is 4 to 5 miles into the park.  


